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SUBJECT: DANISH ELECTIONS: THE BLACK COALITION 

REF: A) COPENHAGEN 0535; B) COPENHAGEN 0349, FEB 7, 1975 

SUMMARY: ALTHOUGH THE FEB 15 ELECTIONS WILL PROBABLY 
PRODUCE A NON-SOCIALIST PARLIAMENTARY MAJORITY, ANKER 
JORGENSEN IS EXPECTED TO RECONSTITUTE HIS SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
GOVERNMENT. THIS APPARENT ANOMALY IS A DIRECT REFLECTION 
OF THE CONTINUING UNACCEPTABILITY OF MOGENS GLISTRUP'S 
PROGRESSIVES. FACED WITH A CHOICE, THE ' RESPONSIBLE" 

PARTIES OF THE CENTER-RIGHT HAVE PREFERRED A SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT RATHER THAN CLOSE COLLABORATION 
AND IDENTIFICATION WITH GLISTRUP. IN SPITE OF EFFORTS 
BY HIM TO ACHIEVE RESPECTABILITY, IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT 
A "BLACK COLAITION"WITH GLISTRUP WILL OCCUR 
SOON. THIS FAILURE IS PROBABLY BOTH IN DANISH 
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AND US INTERESTS. END SUMMARY 

1 . MOST COMMENTATORS FORECAST A RETURN OF THE ANKER 
JORGENSEN SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT AFTER THE 
FEBRARY 15 ELECTIONS. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, 

A DECISIVE FOLKETING MAJORITY WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY 
BE HELD BY THE NON-SOCIALIST PARTIES. THIS APPARENT 
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CONTRADICTION REQUIRES SOME COMMENT AND A BRIEF 
REVIEW OF RECENT DANISH HISTORY. 

2. THE LARGEST SINGLE PARTY OF SUCH A NON-SOCIALIST 
MAJORITY WILL PROBABLY BE MOGENS GLISTRUP'S PROGRESS 
PARTY WHICH PROMISES TO EMERGE AS DENMARK'S SECOND- 
LARGEST PARTY AFTER THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS. THE ACHIEVE- 
MENT OF SOME SORT OF COALISTION, OR AN EFFECTIVE WORKING 
ARRANGEMENT, OF ALL THE PARTIES TO THE RIGHT OF THE 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATS HAS BEEN DUBBED THE "BLACK COALITION" BY 
THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS. THIS WAS IN RESPONSE TO THE 

LABEL OF "RED COALITION" THAT THE NON-SOCIALISTS USED 
TO DESCRIBE THE FORMAL COMPACT BETWEEN THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS AND THE SOCIALIST PEOPLES PARTY (SF) IN 
THE 1966-68 PERIOD. (CLOSE COOPERATION WITH THE SF. 

WITHOUT A FORMAL UNDERSTANDING, WAS RESUMED BY ANKER 
JORGENSEN IN HIS FIRST GOVERNMENT, 1971-73) 

3. ON THE FACE OF IT, SUCH A "BLACK COALITION" SHOULD 
HAVE PROVIDED LIBERAL PRIME MINISTER POUL HARTLING'S 
GOVERNMENT (1973-75) WITH A COMFORTABLE MAJORITY. IT 
SHOULD ALSO HAVE ALLOWED HIM EASILY TO RECONSTITUTE 
SUCH A GOVERNMENT AFTER THE JANUARY 1975 ELECTIONS, 

WHICH ULTIMATELY BROUGHT ANKER JORGENSEN TO POWER FOR 
THE SECOND TIME. 

4. EVEN A CASUAL OBSERVER OF THE DANISH POLITICAL 
SCENE, HOWEVER, WILL KNOW THAT THE NON SOCIALIST PAR 
TIES HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO ACHIEVE SUFFICIENT COOPERATION 
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AMONG THEMSELVES TO FORM A GOVERNMENT. NOR ARE THEY 
LIKELY TO DO SO AFTER THIS YEAR'S ELECTIONS. WHY 
IS THIS? 

5. FIRST. AND LESS IMPORTANT, HAS BEEN THE SWING OF 
THE RADICAL PARTY BACK FROM COLLABORATION WITH THE 
LIBERALS AND THE CONSERVATIVES TO THE RADICALS' 
TRADITIONAL CLOSE COOPERATION WITH THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS. 
BUT, BASICALLY, THE FAILURE OF THE DAISH CENTER-RIGHT 

TO ACHIEVE THE GOVERNMENT THAT THEIR NUMBERS WARRANT 
HAS BEEN THE CONTINUING UNACCEPTABILITY OF MOGENS 
GLISTRUP. IN OTHER WORDS, WHEN FACED WITH A CHOICE, 

THE "REASONABLE" NON-SOCIALIST PARTIES HAVE CONSISTENTLY 
OPTED FOR A GOVERNMENT OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS RATHER 
THAN TO GET IN BED WITH GLISTRUP. 

6. THE REPORT IN DEPTH MADE ON GLISTRUP AND HIS PARTY 
IN EARLY 1975 (REF B) LARGELY REMAINS APPLICABLE. ALL 
THE OTHER PARTIES IN FOLKETING HAVE REGARDED GLISTRUP 
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AND HIS FOLLOWERS AS IRRESPONSIBLE AND UNRELIABLE 
WHOSE COMMITMENTS TO OTHER PA RL IAMENTARIANS— WHTCH ARE 
REGARDED AS SACRED IN DENMARK EVEN BY THE PARTIES OF 
THE FAR I F, FT— CANNOT BE TRUSTED. OVER THE PAST YEAR, 
HOWEVER, GLISTRUP HAS BEEN ATTEMPTING TO MAKE HIMSELF 
AND HIS PARTY MORE ACCEPTABLE TO HIS CENTER-RIGHT 
COLLEAGUES. 

7. IN THIS CONNECTION, HE HAS MOVED HIS PARTY'S STAND 
DRAMATICALLY FROM THE SURRENDER TELEPHONE RECORDING IN 
RUSSIAN TO CLER SUPPORT FOR A NEW SIX- YEAR DANISH 
DEFENSE AGREEMENT TO BE FUNDED AT LEVELS HIGH ENOUGH 
TO SATISFY FULLY DANISH NATO COMMITMENTS. ALTHOUGH IN 
THE EYES OF MOST OF HIS PARI AMENT ARY COLLEAGUES SOME 

OF HIS POSITIONS REMAIN SILLY (SUCH AS THE ABOLITION 
OF THE INCOME TAX AND DISREGARD OF ANY INTERNATIONAL 
COMMITMENTS BY DANISH FISHERMEN), HE HAS MADE GAINS 
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WITH SOME OF THE SMALLER CENTER-RIGHT PARTIES. TO 
VARYING DEGREES, THE CENTER-DEMOCRATS, CONSERVATIVES 
AND CHRISTIANS HAVE INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO COLLABORATE 
WITH HIM AND HIS FOLOWERS. 

8. THE MAIN STUBMLING BLOCK TO SUCH CENTER-RIGHT, 
ACROSS-THE-BOARD, COOPERATION REMAINS POUL 
HARTLING'S LIBERALS. GLISTRUP THE MAN AND HIS "MIND- 
LESS" PROTEST MOVEMENT REMAIN AN ANATHEMA 

TO HARTLING. ONLY LAST NIGHT ON TELEVISION, IN 
RESPONSE TO QUESTION, HE REPEATED HIS CONSISTENT 
POSITION OF REFUSING ANY KIND OF WORKING ARRANGEMENT 
WITH GLISTRUP, WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING THAT ON MANY ISSUES 
THE TWO PARTIES WILL BE VOTING THE SAME. 

9. THERE ARE, HOWEVER, DIFFERENCES OF OPINION WITHIN 
THE LIBERALS ON THE EXTENT TO WHICH THEY SHOULD 
COOPERATE WITH EITHER GLISRUP ON THEIR RIGHTS OR 

THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS ON THEIR LEFT, AND THERE CONTINUE 
TO BE PRESSURES FOR THE PARTY TO REACH OUT IN BOTH 
DIRECTIONS. FURTHERMORE, HARTLIN WHO IS NOW 62, 

MAY SEE A "BLACK COALITION" AS THE ONLY WAY TO GAIN 
A SHOT AT RETURNING AS DENMARK’S PRIME MINISTER. 

10. UNLESS, HOWEVER, GLISTRUP CAN ACQUIT HIMSELF F 
THE CHARGES OF TAX FRAUD AGAINST HIM AND DO MORE TO 
SATISFY OTHER PARTY LEADERS OF HIS RESPONSBILITY, 

IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT A "BLACK COALITION" WILL OCCUR 
SOON. EVEN FROM HIS OWN VIEWPOINT, GLISTRUP MUST 
PROCEED CAUTIOUSLY IN BURNISHING HIS IMAGE 
OF "RESPECTABILITY.” FOR, TO THE EXTENT THAT HE BECOMES 
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RESPECTABLE HE WILL INEVITABLY UNDERMINE THE WIDESPREAD 
"PROTEST" SUPPORT WHICH HAS HERETOFORE FUELD HIS 
POPULARITY. 

10. NOR, CAN WE SEE THAT A "BLACK COALITION" WOULD BE 
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IN THE INTEREST EITHER OF DENMARK OR THE UNITED STATES. 

GLISTRUP HAS YET TO DEMONSTRATE THAT HIS INCREASED 
INFLUENCE, EITHER IN DANISH INTERNAL OR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

WOULD BE A STEP IN THE DIRECTION OF REASON OR 
RESPONSIBILITY. FURTHERMORE, A "BLACK COALITION" WOULD 
ALMOST CERTAINLY HAVE THE EFFECT OF PUSHING THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS INTO CLOSER COLLABORATION WITH THE PARTIES TO ITS LEFT. 
DEAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ELECTION FORECASTS, SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -Feb-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977COPENH00904 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770050-1053 

Format: TEL 

From: COPENHAGEN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9770251 /aaaabswv. tel 

Line Count: 189 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 3dfaf5c7-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 COPENHAGEN 535, 77 COPENHAGEN 349 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3346350 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DANISH ELECTIONS: THE BLACK COALITION 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, DA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/3dfaf5c7-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



